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BEST-VALUE HOTEL, EUROPE
WINNER: Design de la Sorbonne,
Paris

This dinky design B&B (pictured) opposite
the Sorbonne gets the important things
right: immaculate housekeeping and comfy
beds (with breakfast in them if you want),
not forgetting a judicious splash of funky
wallpaper and an iMac in every room. The
cheaper ‘classic’ rooms are tight, but whe
cares? You're in the heaving heart of the Latin
Quarter, with bookstores and boutiques on
every corner. Online deals squeeze rates
into the £100-or-less bracket (00 33 1 4354
5808, www.hotelsorbonne.com).

RUNNER-UP: Ammos Hotel, Crete
It's great to see a travel classic perfected.
T At first glance, this is your archetypal Cretan
beach bolthole—a strip of sand, a rectangle
of pool, a nest of sugar-cube apartments
with space for the kids and a kitchenette.
So far, so familiar. But self-confessed
design geek Nikos Tsepetis has elevated
Ammos into a different stratosphere with a
sea-kissed restaurant, open all day. Better
still, it's in Crete's classiest corner, just
outside the Venetian harbour-town of
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Chania. Doubles from £85, room only (00 30
282 103 3003, www.ammoshotel.com).

RUNNER-UP: Barcelé Raval,
Barcelona

Raval's rooftop terrace is such a stunner,
penplecap‘thelp but propose marriage here,
You can see why: the panorama across
Europe's sexiest city is sensational. In fact,
the hotel looks good all over, its elliptical
glass tower delivering floor-to-ceiling
windows in all of the little rooms, which
somehow cram in fat beds, large plasma-
screen TVs and iPod stations. Book as highas
you can, ideally sixth floor or above, for prime
views. La Rarnbla is a seven-minute walk
away. Doubles from €95, room only (00 34
933 201490, www.barceloraval.com).

BEST OF THE REST: Urbane-going-on-
industrial Aloft Brussels Schuman (doubles
from E£78, B&B; 00 32 2 BDO 0888, www.aloft
brussels.com); the hospitable Fresh Sheets
Hostel in Dubrovnik lits one double starts
at £50, B&B; 00 385 91 799 2086, www.fresh
sheetshostel.com); and pastoral La Sarrazine
in Provence (doubles from £79, B&B; 00 33
494 732027, www.lasarrazine.com).
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